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Harold G. Osborn Named President and Chief Executive Officer of  
McIlhenny Company, Maker of TABASCO® Brand Products 

 
AVERY ISLAND, La., June 10, 2019 – The Board of Directors of McIlhenny Company, 
maker of TABASCO® Sauce and TABASCO® Brand products, today announced 
that Harold G. Osborn has been appointed as President and Chief Executive Officer. 
Mr. Osborn is a member of the fifth generation of the McIlhenny family involved in the 
production of TABASCO® Brand products. He succeeds Anthony A. Simmons, who 
retired from the family business this month after nineteen years of service. Mr. 
Simmons will continue to serve on the McIlhenny Company Board of Directors. 
 
For more than twenty years, Mr. Osborn has served in management positions across 
the company including operations, agriculture, land management, sustainability and 
new product development. Over the past six years, he has led the international sales 
and marketing team, managing distributor relations and expanding distribution to 195 
countries and territories where the products are now traded. He is responsible for the 
implementation of new marketing strategies supported by the company’s first-ever 
global campaign.   
 
In his formative years and throughout college, Mr. Osborn spent his summers working 
on Avery Island both for McIlhenny Company and the Avery Island salt mine. He brings 
unique expertise having earned a master’s degree in Environmental Science from 
Oxford University before working in south Louisiana’s oil fields, joining the efforts to 
clean the Alaskan coast after the Exxon Valdez oil spill and finally serving as a civilian 
contractor to the U.S. military before taking his post at McIlhenny Company. 
 
Mr. Osborn commented, "I am humbled and honored to have the opportunity to lead 
this great company alongside the McIlhenny family. It’s an exciting time for the 
TABASCO® Brand as people around the world are searching for new and bold foods 
and flavors more than ever before.  I’m energized by all of the growth opportunities 
that lie ahead of us." 
 



 

 

 
Mr. Simmons commented, "It has been a privilege to carry on my great-great-
grandfather’s legacy and to culminate my time with the company by celebrating its 
150th anniversary around the world. It's exciting to imagine what’s in store for the next 
150 years.” 
 
About Harold G. Osborn 
President + Chief Executive Officer, McIlhenny Company 
 
Harold Osborn is President and Chief Executive Officer of McIlhenny Company. Mr. 
Osborn is a fifth-generation member of the McIlhenny family-owned and operated 
business and the eighth family member to assume this role.  
 
For more than twenty years, Harold has served in management positions across the 
company including agriculture, sustainability, operations and new product 
development. Over the past six years, he has led the international sales and marketing 
team, overseeing the complex networks of distributors and expanding distribution to 
195 countries and territories in which the brand currently trades. In this time, Harold 
focused on ensuring the partners on the ground are provided with the best possible 
executional framework for the brand and in aiding the markets with cohesive marketing 
strategies and stronger executional tools.  
 
In his formative years, Harold spent his summers working on Avery Island – he still has 
his first pay check earned when he was 8 years old hanging on his wall – and later for 
the Avery Island salt mine during his time in college at University of Southwestern 
Louisiana. He brings unique expertise having earned a master’s degree in 
Environmental Science from Oxford University before working in south Louisiana’s oil 
fields, then joining the efforts to clean the Alaskan coast after the Exxon Valdez oil spill 
and finally serving as a civilian contractor to the U.S. military before taking his post at 
McIlhenny Company.  
 
A lover of all foods who has dashed TABASCO® Sauce on countless dishes and drinks 
in more than 60 countries, Harold balances his adventurous appetite with well-worn 
soles. He’s always up for a walk, clocking major miles on his pedometer whether it’s 
walking to work from his home on Avery Island or on the road with his team to check 
out the local culture and flavors of a bustling city.  
 



 

 

About McIlhenny Company 
Since 1868, McIlhenny Company has produced TABASCO® Brand products, which are 
sold in 195 countries and territories around the world and labeled in 25 languages and 
dialects. The company makes a line of pepper sauces, including its world-famous 
TABASCO® Brand Original Red Sauce, Green Jalapeño Sauce, Chipotle Sauce, SWEET 
& Spicy Sauce, Habanero Sauce, Cayenne Garlic Pepper Sauce, Buffalo Style Hot 
Sauce, Scorpion Sauce and Sriracha Sauce. 
 


